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History and purpose

• Set up in 2002 following a series of food crises –
Reg. (EC) 178/2002  

• Independent source of scientific advice i.e. responsible for 
Risk Assessment and Risk Communication on risksRisk Assessment and Risk Communication on risks 
associated to food chain

• Goal to be recognised as European reference body for risk 
assessment
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Scientific Committee and Panels

Scientific Committee (SC)

• Food additives and nutrient 
sources (ANS) • Biological hazards 

Mainly opinions on applications Mainly generic opinions

sources (ANS)
• Food contact materials, enzymes, 

flavourings (CEF)

(BIOHAZ) 
• Contaminants (CONTAM)
• Plant health (PLH)• Feed additives (FEEDAP) 

• Genetically modified organisms 
(GMO)

• Plant health (PLH)
• Animal health and welfare 

(AHAW) (GMO)
• Nutrition (NDA)
• Plant protection products (PPR) p p ( )

and PRAPeR unit
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Overview of workflow on 
scientific opinionsscientific opinions

Receipt ofReceipt of 
request

Assessment

Adoption andAdoption and 
Communication
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Workflow: Support

Data and Information Working Groups      Preparatory Work
(Library, Sci. Colloquia, IEP) (Expert Database) (SCA support,

Hazard Identification

(Library, Sci. Colloquia, IEP) (Expert Database)                (SCA support,  
Grants/Contracts)

Hazard Identification
Hazard Characterisation

Exposure
Assessment

Data on Chemical or 
Microbiological 

Occurrence

Data on 
Food Consumption

Risk Characterisation

Scientific Reports Scientific ReportsScientific Opinions

Risk Managers



Mandate of the EFSA on Emerging 
RisksRisks

REGULATION (EC) No 178/2002 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTREGULATION (EC) No 178/2002 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND OF THE COUNCIL of 28 January 2002

Laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food
Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety

Article 34
Identification of emerging risks

1. The Authority shall establish monitoring procedures for systematic searching for,1. The Authority shall establish monitoring procedures for systematic searching for,
collecting, collating and analysing information and data with a view to the
identification of emerging risks in the fields within its mission.

Analyse and filterCollecting and collating

sharing
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History
Search enginesTimeline

2006 EMRISK Project
Influential 
sector Indicator Indicative 

question Information sources

SignalScientific experts

SC Opinion on Emerging Risks Proactive 
Alert

Action

EFSA Adopts Emerging Risk Definition2007

ESCO Working Group on Emerging Risks 

2008 Emerging Risks Unit
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Implementation

Data collection Data analysis, signal 
detection and

Exchange of 
informationdetection and 

filtering

Database assessment*

information

Stakeholders Consultative 
Database assessment*

Since Jan 2009
Group 

First meeting Jun 2010Primary Filter (ERIC)
Since Feb 2010

WG to support this activity: First 
meeting Jun 2010

Emerging Risks Network
From Sept 2010

Data monitoring
Since Sept 2009 Secondary Filter

From Apr 2010

F ll  i l t d

WG on methods to support 
this activity from Oct 2010

Recommendation

Fully implemented

Being set up

this activity from Oct 2010

*Including ad hoc data from MS
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Expert Database – Sign up today
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Expert Database: current state-of-play

Application forms received as of 05/10/2010: 2912Application forms received as of 05/10/2010: 2912
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Discussion

Thank you for sharing your expertise, and
wishing you a fruitful and open debate

Grazie per la vostra attenzione!
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