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EFSA’s new seat

From the 5th of January, 2012 

EFSA operates in the new seat
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Risk Assessment & Scientific 

Assistance

Panel on animal health and welfare (AHAW)

• "Schmallenberg" virus: 1 technical report on urgent request of the EC on the possible 

risks for animal and public health (in collaboration with SAS)

• Meeting of the Scientific Network for Risk Assessment in Animal Health and Welfare 

on Diagnostics for tuberculosis

Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ)

• 1 opinion on Composting and incineration of dead-on-farm pigs

Biological monitoring (BIOMO)

• 2 EU Summary Reports (with ECDC) for 2010

• zoonoses, food-borne outbreaks 

• antimicrobial resistance 

• 1 scientific report on specifications for analyses and reporting of antimicrobial 

resistance data in EU Summary reports

• 1 technical report on the Use of Excel/XML files for submission of data to the 

Zoonoses system
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Risk Assessment & Scientific 

Assistance

Panel on contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM)

• 1 opinion on the risks to human and animal health related to the presence of 

phomopsins in feed and food

Dietary and chemical monitoring (DCM)

• 1 scientific report related to cadmium dietary exposure in the European population

• 7 external reports (Article 36) 

– 4 to expand the coverage of the Comprehensive Database to more countries

– 3 describing progress in submitting contaminant data electronically to EFSA from 

Member States

Scientific assessment support (SAS)

• Methodological and modelling support to NUTRI, GMO and AHAW
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Scientific Evaluation of Regulated 

Products

Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEED)

• 7 opinions in following categories: technological (1), sensory (2), nutritional (1),

zootechnical (3); 85% are re-evaluations combined with requests for new use

• 2 guidance documents for public consultation:

- Bacterial resistance to antibiotics of human or animal importance

- Enterococcus faecium in animal nutrition

Food ingredients and packaging (FIP)

• From 1st January provides the secretariat to the CEF and ANS Panels

• 7 opinions on: 

- butylated hydroxytoluene, Mixed carotenes, and Vegetable carbon (ANS)

- Safety evaluation of two applications on flavourings, food contact material, and 

smoke flavouring (CEF)
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Scientific Evaluation of Regulated 

Products

Panel on genetically modified organisms (GMO)

• 3 opinions: Safety assessment of plants developed through cisgenesis and intragenesis; 

Application on GM soybean; and Amflora potato post-market environmental monitoring 

report for the 2010 cultivation season

• 3 technical reports: public consultation on EFSA Guidance on Risk assessment of food 

and feed from GM animals, and two reports on the safety of pollen produced by GM 

oilseed rape

Panel on dietetic products, nutrition and allergies (NDA)

• 2 opinions on: Dietary reference values for protein, and health claim on isolated soy 

protein

• 1 technical report on the public consultation on Dietary reference values for protein
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Scientific Evaluation of Regulated 

Products
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Panel on protection products and their residues (PPR) and Pesticides (PRAS)

• 1 opinion on: Predicting exposure of plant protection products in soil

• Second public consultation on the Use of probabilistic methodology for modelling dietary 

exposure to pesticide residues: new section on Cumulative exposure assessment

• 27 reasoned opinions on: routine MRL applications (17), review of existing MRL (8), and 

response to urgent requests (2) 

• 3 conclusions on pesticide peer-review of active substances

Application Desk (APDESK)

• 42 written requests for information via the online web-form

• Administrative support to the receipt and check of new applications for CEF Panel
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Science Strategy and Coordination

Scientific Committee (SC) 

• Guidance on default values to the used in the absence of actual measured data

• Statement on the applicability of the margin of exposure approach for the safety 

assessment of impurities

• Art. 30 procedure (i.e. diverging scientific opinion) on the draft opinion on TTC

Emerging Risk (EmRisk) 

• 2 technical reports on the Development of emerging risks identification process

• 1 external report on Modelling, predicting and mapping the emergence of aflatoxins in 

cereals

Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation (AFSCO)

• Agreements 2012 concluded with all Focal Points

• Pre-accession programme: seminar in Montenegro on AHAW

• Cooperation with EC within the programme “Better training for safer food”
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Understanding science
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Bringing the themes to life online
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EFSA’s 10th Anniversary
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Dedicated Web Section

• Press release

• Case studies on EFSA’s

achievements 

• Anniversary brochure

• Corporate video

• Media activities

Main events:

• Scientific conference, 7-8 November, Parma

• EFSA/DG SANCO conference in November, Parma (taking stock and

looking to the future)
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• Stakeholders information session on Implementing Rules 

of Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making 

Processes – 5 March

• Memorandum of Understanding with EMA

• Visit of MEP Macovei, rapporteur of EP committee on 

EFSA discharge for financial year 2010

• EFSA received the visit of delegations from:

– French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health 

and Safety (ANSES)

– Canadian Food Inspection Agency

– Chinese National Center for Risk Assessment

– Thai Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards

Institutional & International relations
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• Renewal of the Members of the Stakeholder Platform

• Intensified use of technical meetings

• Public consultations on scientific opinions (particularly on 

guidance documents)

• Stakeholder engagement in defining EFSA ´s policy on 

Independence and Scientific Decision-Making Processes 

(consultative workshops)

• Opening of scientific meetings to Observers in pilot project 

• Activities of the Application Desk

EFSA ´s Stakeholder Policy
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