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The EFSA Focal Point Network
E
s
ta

b
li

s
h

m
e
n

t Establishment and 
operation since 2008,

Established by MSs, 
nominated by 
Permanent 
Representations, 

Members from all 27 
EU Member States, 
Iceland and Norway, as 
well as observers from 
Switzerland and pre-
accession countries.

M
is

s
io

n Connecting hubs 
between EFSA and 
their relevant 
national actors of the 
EU/EEA Member 
States and observer 
countries. 

Collaborate with their 
national relevant 
actors and in 
partnership with EFSA, 
aim to contribute to 
a sustainable food 
safety system in 
Europe

M
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c
ti

v
e
s Support of the EFSA 

AF Members,

Networking between 
EFSA and MSs,

Raising visibility of 
EFSA and its role in the 
EU food safety system,

Ensure the sharing
and dissemination of 
information,

Coordination of the 
EFSA’s Scientific 
Networks at National 
Level,

Promote EFSA’s 
scientific outputs / RA 
initiatives to the MSs 



Overarching areas of FP work 

Knowledge and information management and 
support to scientific production

Engagement, collaboration and partnerships

Capacity Building

Data 

Risk communication



Overarching areas of FP work   

Knowledge and information management and support to scientific production



Overarching areas of FP work 

Engagement, collaboration and partnerships

❑ Together with EFSA, support the establishment and operation of partnerships
including the formation of the corresponding consortia and their interaction with the
RA community,

❑ Organize national and/or regional events, convening the wider scientific 
community/  funders/policy makers.

❑ Support the exchange of information and implementation of research actions and
funding opportunities.

❑ FPs raise EFSA’s scientific visibility in the MS and act as interface between EFSA and 
national stakeholders.



FPs cooperation with Competent Organizations

• Legal entities that pursue public
interest objectives,

• Have technical and scientific
capacity and are active in one or
more fields in EFSA’s remit,

• Have the capacity to undertake
tasks assigned by EFSA (e.g.
scientific or technical support) and
perform them with independence
and integrity.

Competent Organizations 
under Art. 36 of Reg. 
(EC) 178/2002

National FPs:

1. Key role in managing the competent organizations,
specifically the Art.36 List as the main reference
point,

2. Facilitate the MSs assessment of organizations
compliance with the criteria indicated in Art. 1 of
Com. Reg. (EU) 2230/2004 (e.g. possess a high level
of scientific expertise in one or more fields with direct
or indirect impact on food or feed safety).

3. Regularly review the list of competent organizations,
as these were designated by the MS, or at least every
3 years.



Overarching areas of FP work 

3. Capacity Building

Support the 
selection of the 
most relevant 
participants for 
the BTSF 
Trainings on RA.

Organize/ 
facilitate 
trainings in the 
areas of EFSA’s 
remit at 
National and/or 
regional level.

Mapping training 
needs, relevant 
to EFSA’s remit 
in cooperation 
with 
representatives 
from Art.36 orgs 
and Scientific 
Networks.

Support/ implement 
capacity building 
initiatives and 
activities between 
EFSA-MS/ MS-MS, 
national, regional, 
international (IPA 
countries).



Overarching areas of FP work   

Data

❑ EFSA collects data from EU countries (Art.
33, Regulation (EU) 178/2002).

The role of the EFSA Focal Points: 



Overarching areas of FP work   

Risk communication

FPs support communication initiatives that raise EFSA’s 
visibility and outreach

Support the Communication Expert Network (CEN) 
representative in the development, implementation and/or 
promotion of communication related activities

Adapt communication materials, tools, and other products to 
national needs by translating them and/or supporting 
translations.



FPs’ mechanisms to support & promote 
collaboration and partnerships

❑ FP Network uses Teams and SharePoint in order to:

i. Promote National meetings/events for the stimulation
scientific cooperation

ii. Present and promote main forthcoming RA activities at
the MS level, facilitating potential cross - MS
collaboration

iii. Be informed for EFSA’s events and other engagement
opportunities (e.g. Open Calls for Grants, Open Calls for
Data),

iv. Access EFSA’s Research Platform,

v. Upload National Funding Opportunities in MSs, for the
support consortia formation and help scientists find
opportunities for research funding in food safety.



FPs’ tools to support & promote collaboration 
and partnerships

Regularly send 
emails/newsletters to 
their contacts regarding 
upcoming activities / 
calls etc.  

Organization of national 
informative events 
facilitating potential 
partnerships.  

Participation in national 
events so as to raise 
EFSA’s visibility to 
stakeholders at national 
level.



FPs’ tools to support & promote collaboration 
and partnerships

❑ European Risk Assessment Agenda (EU – RAA)
Established in 2016

•Set up of common priorities with MSs that can be addressed through 
specific joint projects,

•Projects to be planned and resourced through EFSA’s working programmes 
national programmes and/or through other means with transparent, 
coordinated and collaborative way. 

Concept of the EU RAA

•Collaborative activities, benefitting from input by more than one partner,

•Activities considered priorities for EFSA and MA,

•New activities that support RA or mid to long term nature, not yet fully 
covered in existing work programmes,

•Addressing a thematic area (e.g. RA) or a key concept (e.g. a collaborative 
action for a single hazard).

Activities included under EU RAA



FPs’ tools to support & promote collaboration 
and partnerships

❑ European Risk Assessment Agenda (EU – RAA)
EU – RAA: is a 'lobby' for the Member States Risk
Assessment Plans (MS RA Plans), where project IDEAS
proposed by Organisations at National level can be
added.

FPs’ Role & Tasks:

✓ Insert project ideas into the EURAA database
& keep them updated,

✓ Support the creation of consortia by
expressing interest in other projects

✓ Extract & share EURAA activities with national
parties and collects expression of interests

Notification to the Project Leaders: when an
organization expresses interest for a project idea,
only project leaders receive email notification.



FPs’ tools to support & promote collaboration 
and partnerships

❑ Member State Risk Assessment Plans Database (MS RA Plans DB)

Once a project idea in EU RAA receives funding, it is locked and should be transferred 
to the MS RA Database.

The main aim is to exchange information on upcoming risk 
assessment plans both from a MS and EFSA perspective, for 
awareness raising, promoting synergies between overlapping 
activities, and as well avoiding duplication of work.

Share with EFSA, AF and other FPs information on national
planned Risk Assessment (RA) activities (including mandates)
through the MS RAA Plans database, so as to identify
potential areas of collaboration.

FPs’ Role & Tasks:

MS RA Plans  and EU RAA Database are linked



How can you contact your National Focal Point?

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks/eumembers#focal-
points-eu-food-safety-interfaces

Visit EFSA’s website

Focal points: EU food safety interfaces

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks/eumembers#focal-points-eu-food-safety-interfaces


How can you contact your National Focal Point?

Visit National Focal Points websites

https://www.ages.at/ages/bereiche/risikobewertung#c18652
https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/sgl/sgl.nsf/home_en/home_en?opendocument
https://www.health.belgium.be/language_selection?destination=efsa-focal-point
https://focalpointbg.com/
https://www.hapih.hr/efsa-focal-point/sto-je-efsa-focal-point/
https://foodsafety.cz/
https://www.food.dtu.dk/
https://www.agri.ee/?id=31840
https://www.ruokavirasto.fi/teemat/focal-point/
https://www.anses.fr/en
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/activities_of_bfr_as_national_efsa_focal_point_in_germany-24975.html
https://www.efet.gr/index.php/el/
https://portal.nebih.gov.hu/
https://www.mast.is/en/about-mast/operation
https://www.fsai.ie/about_us/efsa_fsai.html
https://securite-alimentaire.public.lu/fr/point_focal/EFSA-Focal-Point-pour-le-Luxembourg.html
https://www.gov.pl/web/gis
https://www.gov.si/teme/informacijska-tocka-efsa/​
https://www.aesan.gob.es/AECOSAN/web/seguridad_alimentaria/seccion/efsa.htm
https://www.livsmedelsverket.se/en/
https://mccaa.org.mt/Section/Content?contentId=3665
https://www.nvwa.nl/over-de-nvwa/hoe-de-nvwa-werkt/risicobeoordeling-en-onderzoeksprogrammering/efsa-focal-point
https://www.vkm.no/efsa/omefsa.4.26d12fbf15af1b0bb7194f7a.html
https://www.asae.gov.pt/
http://www.ansvsa.ro/informatii-pentru-public/punctul-focal-efsa-romania/
https://www.mpsr.sk/
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/rischioAlimentare/dettaglioContenutiRischioAlimentare.jsp?lingua=italiano&id=4853&area=Valutazione%20rischio%20catena%20alimentare&menu=autorita
https://bior.lv/lv
https://vmvt.lt/?language=en


Just keep in mind…..

Focal points are here to connect ……….

so you can always come back to us when you need support ! 



Stay connected

Subscribe to

efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Receive job alerts

careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

@animals_efsa

Follow us Linked in

Linkedin.com/company/efsa

Contact us

efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa

Follow us on Instagram

@efsa_eu

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa&data=02|01||dda0d77411614bc0ac3e08d7b14ffa95|406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b|1|0|637172829365517385&sdata=gSJxXSxDT0PSAHmVPFTwhUFw/Aoziza8DQg167yWO1M%3D&reserved=0

