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REINFORCING THE ROLE OF FOCAL POINTS IN FOSTERING 
PARTNERSHIPS SUPPORTED BY EFSA’S GRANTS AND 
PROCUREMENT

ANSES case studies on partners’ search in response to EFSA funded calls



Partners search
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Support proposed
by the French FP 

Majority of 
situations

Sometimes

• Calls forwarded internally in 
ANSES and to the French art36 
organisations

• Reminder / tools available to 
search partners

• Direct contact between
scientific teams wishing to join
forces

• Targeted solicitations

• Networking role

• Ask for support from scientists
(subjects less familiar, area 
missing)

• Use of tools available
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Direct solicitation – an example
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Partnering grant GP/EFSA/ENCO/2020/02

Award granted

Set up of the consortium and submission of a proposal

Internal dissemination to the ad hoc potential teams that could meet
the expectations

Direct solicitation by a Spanish organisation for the response to the 
partnering grant (contact through the AF member): specific wish to 

work with ANSES
FP role as networking support, easy and 
effective
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Search for partner – 1st example
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EFSA call for tenders OC/EFSA/GMO/2021/02

Set up of a consortium and submission of an offer

Responses from different teams

Exchange with the scientist & explanation / tools available (TIM search, art36 
database – interesting but not sufficient), solicitation of networks)  -> Dissemination

:

internally to other ANSES teams 
(email)

at national level to the art36 
organisations (email)

to the FP network (message under
Teams channel)

Solicitation by an ANSES team to search for a partner with specific 
competences to set up a consortium (no idea of team/organisations

with this specific competence)

FP support can offer the 
possibility for scientific teams to 
engage with EFSA
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Search for partner – 2nd example
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EFSA EU-FORA call

GP/EFSA/ENCO/2021/01

Finally no possibility to set up a proposal, a large majority of potential
candidates were not complying with the requirements

Responses received from numerous scientists from different
organisations

Message sent to the FP network (message under Teams channel, then in 
the Excel file « request for partners » available on the dedicated website) 

Solicitation by an ANSES team who identified a programme to search for 
a fellow

• Dissemination efficient, as we received
numerous messages from potential
candidates

• Important role of FP in checking the 
suitability of the candidatures

• Importance for FP to know very well/be
familiar with the call requirements

• Importance for FP to have supporting
documents to help them in their role
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Conclusion
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In general, most frequent & effective form of contact is direct 
contact between scientific teams wishing to join forces or 

targeted solicitations

The FP can play its networking role.

Sometimes certain teams may seek contacts to fill in certain areas 
that are missing from the call, on subjects with which they are less 

familiar. 

In this case, the FPs may have a role to play in providing support in 
setting up consortia. This is an important role as FP can offer the 

possibilities for organisations to engage. 

To do this, they can use various tools that already exist (TIM 
searches, art36 database).

But things could be improved regarding partner search (cf. 
questions below) and ideas could be explored to identify ways of 

improvement at short, medium and long term. 

Some aspect should be taken into consideration in this reflection, 
such as confidentiality. 
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Lessons learnt



Questions
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• What could be imagined that could concretely help scientists and FPs in 
this context? In the short, medium and long term, what could be 
improved? developed? E.g what kind of tools would be useful to connect 
teams, to find partners:

• Excel file like for EU-FORA? 

• Dedicated space in Teams for FPs? 

• Exchange platform/other system to be provided in a database for art36 
organisations?

• Partner search tool similar to the one existing in the European Commission portal 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-
participate/partner-search (benchmark to investigate its usefulness)? Under the 
EFSA Engage website page? The Research platform one? Elsewhere?

• Other?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search


Thank you for your attention
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pointfocal@anses.fr

https://www.anses.fr/fr/content/europe-international
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